
MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I 

October 28, 1968 . 

Monday - 12:50 p, m, *y-~p 

V' 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 


The briefing paper seemed very good to me, so I have only punctuated 
and arranged it to make it a little easier to read. 

1) You might consider adding something like this at the end: 

n I do not know why the other side has been willing to 
move toward an agreement at this time, 

n A number of factors may have affected their position: 

the fact that the constitutional Government of South 
Vietnam has grown increasingly stronger since the 
TET offensive. 

the expansion of South Vietnam 1 s armed forces to 
the point where a million men are under arms, and 
the steady improvement of their performance. 

the tremendous performance of our own troops -- 
under General Westmoreland and General Abrams -- 
harassing the enemy, keeping him off balance, and 
inflicting extremely heavy casualties on his forces. 

the influence of some of North Vietnam 1 s allies and 
ours. 11 

2) You might also wish to say that 

n During the past few weeks, the enemy has moved a good 
many of his forces out of I Corps and certain other areas in 
South Vietnam. It is possible that they are merely re-fitting and 
re-supplying for further assaults. But the fact remains that 
according to our intelligence, they are not now in a position to 
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launch immediate assaults with heavy forces .on the cities of 
South Vietnam. 

We do not read into this any sign that the enemy is ready to 
quit. And standing alone, the mere fact that they have with¬ 
drawn some forces would not be sufficient to cause us to halt 
the bombing. So we continued to press our three points m the 
Paris talks. It was Hanoi's movement toward those three 
points that was decisive in our judgment that the bombing 

could be stopped. 

It may develop that the withdrawal of some enemy forces 
from South Vietnam is connected with their movement in 
Paris. If so, that is all to the good. If not -- if they are 
merely getting ready for new assaults and do in fact launc h_ 
new assaults on the cities — we will respond vigorously and, 

I assure you, effectively. " 

3) To the candidates, I think you should make some extemperaneous 
comments about the proximity of this decision to the elections. 

a) I had no control over the movement of North Vietnam 
in these talks. 

b) They have in fact moved further than anyone -- even the 
most optimistic~expected them to. 

c) If I declined to respond to this movement, there is no 
way of knowing whether it would be possible to get this good a result 

later on. 

d) My responsibilities as President, and Commander in 
Chief, require me to conduct our foreign policy in such a way as to 
forward our interest in an honorable peace. 

In performing these responsibilities, I have not been 
guided by political considerations. That should be obvious. I declined 
SttL part in the political race this year because I did not want to 
involve the pursuit of peace in partisan politics. 
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People in my own Party and in the Republican Party have 
urged me to stop the bombing long before now, I did not do so 
because the under standings - - that we have now achieved in Paris - 
did not exist until now, I would have earned the praise of some 
by stopping the bombing before achieving those understandings. 

But in conscience I could not do so. 



I may be charged with partisanship now, by some who. 
do not understand the facts I have told you today, because I have 
stopped the bombing shortly before the election. But in conscience 
I could have done nothing else. We have achieved, if not peace, at 
least the opportunity to go forward in the search for peace, I could 
not sacrifice that opportunity. 
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